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industry, and very little manufacture of agriculture machinery
or of modern farm implements. Grain was produced where
it was most easy to cultivate it. This, combined with the
poor system of transport and periodic droughts in the south-
east, resulted in the occurrence of frequent and regular
famines in certain areas where there was a deficiency of grain,
while at the same time there might be an abundance in
another area.
After the Revolution of 1917 it was clear that although
small-scale peasant farming might enable a considerable
peasant population to make a living on a subsistence basis,
there could not be a surplus of produce sufficient to support
the large industrial population which would be necessary if
Russia were to grow into a modern civilized state. New areas
of land had to be developed, the yield of crops increased, new
means of transport provided, careful crop-rotation and the
use of fertilizers and selected seed had to be introduced into
those regions already under cultivation; the map of agri-
culture had to be changed, and, the area sown to crops
extended to the north, south, and east. The effectiveness of
this rationalization of agriculture may be gauged by comparing
the two following statements.
This is how Sir John Maynard describes pre-Revolutionary
Russia:
The northern half of the agricultural zone of Russia was not
self-supporting as regards food. The food surplus was in the south,
and the north depended upon supplies from that source and upon
the communications which brought them.1
In contrast, Stalin described the position in 1939 as fo lows:
. . . during the last three years the base of market grain has
shifted from the Ukraine, which was formerly considered the
granary of our country, to the north and east, that is to the
R.S.F.S.R. We know that during the last two or three years grain
collections in the Ukraine have amounted in all to about 400
million poods annually, whereas in the R.S.F.S.R. the grain
collections during these years have amounted to over 1100 million
poods annually.
1 The Russian Peasant, and other Studies.